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Did you 
know? 

Maj. Gen. John G. “Jack” Waggener, former commanding general of Fort Leonard Wood, was in-
ducted into the Missouri Veterans Hall of Fame on Nov. 4, 2021. 

05: Community Infor-
mation Forum* 

13: Bi-monthly retire-
ment ceremony* 

17: Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 

March 

 

African American 
History Month 

02: Community Infor-
mation Forum* 

21: President’s Day 

Women’s History 
Month 

02: Community Infor-
mation Forum* 

10: Bi-monthly retire-
ment ceremony* 

 

Maj. Gen. James Bonner, Fort Leonard Wood commanding 
general, and Command Sgt. Maj. Randolph Delapena sign a 
steel beam at the new hospital construction site.  

(Story and Photo by Brian Hill) 

 Leaders from the Maneuver Support Center of 
Excellence; the Defense Health Agency; the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers; the U.S. Army Health Planning Agen-
cy; JE Dunn Construction and RLF Architects — the pri-
mary build and design contractors, respectively; and the 
General Leonard Wood Army Community Hospital held a 
“topping out” ceremony Tuesday at the construction site 
of Fort Leonard Wood’s new hospital, slated for comple-
tion in 2024. In building construction, the topping-out 
ceremony traditionally marks the point when the last 
structural beam is placed at the top of the structure. It is 
also usually signed by the invited dignitaries.  Full Story 

Holiday Block Leave Operations 

Army North leader visits Fort 
Leonard Wood 
(Story by Fort Leonard Wood Public Affairs Office) 

 Lt. Gen. John Evans (left), commanding general of 
U.S. Army North (Fifth Army), listens to Jay Rutherford 
(right), chief of the Urban Search and Rescue Department 
here, discuss confined space tasks Nov. 8 at the Urban Search 
and Rescue training site during a visit to Fort Leonard Wood. 
Maj. Gen. James Bonner, Maneuver Support Center of Excel-
lence and Fort Leonard Wood CG, joined Evans and a team 
from Army North, U.S. Northern Command and the Joint 
Program Executive Office for Chemical and Biological De-
fense. Full Story 

(Facebook post on U.S. Army Fort Leonard Wood Page) 

 Waves of Soldiers in training are on their way to 
spend the holidays with their loved ones. Holiday Block 
Leave, commonly referred to as HBL, requires months of 
planning and countless man hours during the actual operation. 
Ticketing for the December event begins in October. Seeing 
the smiles on the Soldiers' faces makes it all worth it!  

 For more photos of Holiday Block Leave Operations 
check out the link below to the US. Army Fort Leonard Wood 
Facebook Page. FLW Facebook Page  

 

 

Trainee reunited with loved ones during HBL departure 
operations.  Photo by Amanda Sullivan.  

Photo by Mike Curtis, Fort Leonard Wood Public 
Affairs Office . 

Enclosed articles can be found at: army.mil/paowood 

Virtual events* can be found at:  facebook.com/fortleonardwoodmissouri 

https://www.facebook.com/fortleonardwoodmissouri
http://www.wood.army.mil/
https://twitter.com/fortleonardwood?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fortleonardwood/
https://www.army.mil/article/252617/new_fort_leonard_wood_hospital_gets_topping_out
https://www.army.mil/article/251890/army_north_leader_visits_fort_leonard_wood
https://www.facebook.com/fortleonardwoodmissouri
https://army.mil/paowood
https://www.facebook.com/fortleonardwoodmissouri
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(Story and Photo by Brian Hill)  

 Army ROTC cadets from Missouri and nine other Midwest re-
gion states converged on Fort Leonard Wood Friday and Saturday to par-
ticipate in the U.S. Army Cadet Command’s 3rd ROTC Brigade Ranger 
Challenge. After two full days of military skills competition — including 
tasks such as completing an obstacle course, rendering first aid and a weap-
ons skills assessment — cadets from Minnesota’s Fighting Saints Battalion 
— comprised of students from Saint John’s University,  

 The College of Saint Benedict and Saint Cloud State University 
— were the winners of both the five- and nine-person team divisions. The 
nine-person team will go on to represent the 3rd ROTC Bde. at the Sand-
hurst Military Skills competition in West Point, New York, in the spring. 

Full Story 

Fort Leonard Wood hosts 3rd Bri-
gade Army ROTC Ranger Challenge 
competition 

(Story and Photo by Brian Hill) 

 More than 50 Fort Leonard Wood Soldiers are taking part in a 
validation event this week, as they attempt to earn the right to move one 
step closer to an Army “expert” badge. relevant topics for senior leaders.  

 Organized by leaders at the Maneuver Support Center of Ex-
cellence and the Combat Training Company here, the highly-
competitive, three-day process helps to ensure candidates know what to 
expect if they succeed and are chosen to travel to one of the Army instal-
lations where they can demonstrate their knowledge of warrior tasks and 
battle drills to potentially earn an expert badge. Full Story 

Staff Sgt. Tevin Newborn, a drill sergeant with Company B, 787th Military Police 
Battalion, attempts to complete the two-mile run in under 16 minutes Tuesday on the 
Troop Trail across from Forney Airfield. The run was one of several events Soldiers 
here attempted to successfully complete this week to be considered for travel to one of 
the Army installations where they can demonstrate their knowledge. 

Fort Leonard Wood Soldiers compete 
to be called ‘expert’ 

Fort Leonard Wood hosts Sixth Raider 
Challenge JROTC event 

(Story by Brian Hill and Photo by 2LT Vuong Nguyen) 

 Fort Leonard Wood hosted about 200 Junior ROTC cadets 
from schools across Missouri and Kansas Saturday, as they participated 
in the sixth Raider Challenge.  

 Kansas’ Leavenworth High School Team Five was the overall 
winner at this year’s competition, which tested the cadets’ physical fit-
ness as well as their ability to cooperate as a team.  

 According to retired Col. Charles Williams, Waynesville High 
School JROTC senior Army instructor, Raider Challenge is, in its es-
sence, “about speed and strength.” 

 “It’s fashioned off of Ranger Challenge, without the tactical 
part,” he said. “When all is said and done, it’s about who is fastest and 
strongest. It’s a very physically demanding thing.”  Full Story 

(Story and photo by Brian Hill)  

 “You’ll never conquer what you won’t confront, and you 
won’t confront what you won’t admit,” said Dr. Donna Ferguson, U.S. 
Army Military Police School Behavioral Sciences Education and Train-
ing Division chief, as she spoke to leaders from the 3rd Battalion, 10th 
Infantry Regiment Wednesday in Thurman Hall about mental health.  

 According to Lt. Col. Matthew Mason, 3-10 Inf. Bn. com-
mander, the battalion invited Ferguson to assist with what they called a 
rehearsal-of-concept drill, the focus of which was bringing awareness to 
some of the stressors that trainees and cadre members experience. Full 
Story 

 
Dr. Donna Ferguson, U.S. Army Military Police School Behavioral Sciences Educa-
tion and Training Division chief, speaks to leaders from the 3rd Battalion, 10th In-
fantry Regiment Wednesday in Thurman Hall about mental health.  

3-10 Inf. Bn. leaders learn about 
mental health during rehearsal-of-
concept drill 

https://www.army.mil/article/251880/fort_leonard_wood_hosts_3rd_brigade_army_rotc_ranger_challenge_competition
https://www.army.mil/article/252432/fort_leonard_wood_soldiers_compete_to_be_called_expert
https://www.army.mil/article/251358/fort_leonard_wood_hosts_sixth_raider_challenge_jrotc_event
https://www.army.mil/article/252450/3_10_inf_bn_leaders_learn_about_mental_health_during_rehearsal_of_concept_drill
https://www.army.mil/article/252450/3_10_inf_bn_leaders_learn_about_mental_health_during_rehearsal_of_concept_drill


(Story by Brian Hill) 

 Hundreds of live Christmas trees were free for the Fort 
Leonard Wood community again this year as the Trees for Troops 
program returned to the Automotive Skills Center Dec. 3 and 4. Full 
Story 
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 Around the Region 

Trees for Troops returns to Fort 
Leonard Wood 

The Trees for Troops program is returning to Fort Leonard Wood again this year. 
Active-duty, Reserve and National Guard service members and their spouses may 
reserve a time to pick up a free, live Christmas tree.  

399th Army Band performs for Afghan 
evacuees, Soldiers at Camp Atterbury 

(Story by Brian Hill photo by Spc. Douglas Olenik) 

Members of Fort Leonard Wood’s 399th Army Band visited Camp Atter-
bury, Indiana, this month to perform for Afghan evacuees and the Soldiers 
providing assistance to them, in support of Operation Allies Welcome. Full 
Story 

Fort Leonard Wood dining facilities 
getting ready for Thanksgiving 

(Story and Photo by Fort Leonard Wood Public Affairs Office) 

 Fort Leonard Wood held its traditional Thanksgiving Day 
celebration on Nov. 25 in 13 dining facilities on post, with meals for 
service members, as well as a specific time and location for Depart-
ment of Defense ID cardholders, retirees and their families.  

 According to Beverly Leggett, Installation Food Program 
manager, the team served more than 13,000 meals during the lunch 
celebration, and 31,000-plus meals throughout the day — utilizing 
8,000 pounds of turkey, 1,500 pounds of shrimp, 2,000 pounds of 
prime rib and 3,000 assorted cakes and pies with all the accompani-
ments.  

 More than 600 food-service employees prepare the feast 
and serve it alongside senior leadership. Full Story 

  

Sgt. 1st Class Daniel Puls, a singer with the 399th Army Band’s Rough Riders rock band, 
performs for Afghan evacuees and the Soldiers providing assistance to them Nov. 13 at Camp 
Atterbury, Indiana, in support of Operation Allies Welcome. The Rough Riders performed a 
total of four concerts at the south-central Indiana military installation. (Photo by Spc. Doug-

Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony 

(Story by Brian Hill) 

 Fort Leonard Wood leaders — with a little help from Mr. and 
Mrs. Santa Claus — flipped the switch Tuesday evening at Joint Services 
Park, lighting the installation Christmas tree and signaling the start of the 
holiday season.  

Besides lighting the tree, the event also provided an opportunity for the Fort 
Leonard Wood community to hear live holiday music performed by mem-
bers of the 399th Army Band and learn the winner of the 2021 Cards to the 
Community contest.  

 Each year, participants design and display four-by-eight foot 
wooden greeting cards at Joint Services Park. This year’s winner was the 
U.S. Army Engineer School. With temperatures hovering just above the 
freezing point, Col. Sean Crockett, U.S. Army Chemical, Biological, Radio-
logical and Nuclear School commandant, spoke to the audience watching a 

live stream of the event on the Fort Leonard Wood Facebook page.  

https://www.army.mil/article/252192/trees_for_troops_returns_to_fort_leonard_wood
https://www.army.mil/article/252192/trees_for_troops_returns_to_fort_leonard_wood
https://www.army.mil/article/252295/399th_army_band_performs_for_afghan_evacuees_soldiers_at_camp_atterbury
https://www.army.mil/article/252295/399th_army_band_performs_for_afghan_evacuees_soldiers_at_camp_atterbury
https://www.army.mil/article/251980/fort_leonard_wood_dining_facilities_getting_ready_for_thanksgiving
https://www.facebook.com/fortleonardwoodmissouri


(Story and Photo by Brian Hill) 

 Maneuver Support Center of Excellence senior leaders hosted 
the fiscal year 2021 Commanding General’s MSCoE Retention Recogni-
tion Ceremony Nov. 10 in the Command Briefing Room According to 
Sgt. Maj. Walter Martinez, MSCoE and Fort Leonard Wood Command 
Career counselor, the awards represent a lot of hard work by a dedicated 
team of career counselors and retention noncommissioned officers. 
“Career counselors and retention NCOs coach, mentor, listen and are 
there to guide our Soldiers into making the best choices for themselves, 
their families and their country,” he said. “Ultimately, they help maintain 
the end strength of the Army. Without that, we can’t accomplish our 
missions.” Full Story 
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 Recognizing Excellence 

MSCoE leaders highlight Fort Leon-
ard Wood retention successes at 
awards presentation 

Maj. Gen. James Bonner, Maneuver Support Center of Excellence and Fort Leonard 
Wood commanding general (right), and MSCoE and Fort Leonard Wood Command 
Sgt. Maj. Randolph Delapena (left) pose for a photo with the winners of the fiscal year 
2021 Commanding General’s MSCoE Retention Recognition Awards.  

Fort Leonard Wood Child Develop-
ment Center earns A+ in child care 

(Story by Ryan Thompson) 

Fort Leonard Wood’s Child Development Center 408 demonstrated 
the quality of their care earlier this year when they exceeded the Army 
standard while applying for reaccreditation of their program.  

During an assessment from the National Association for the Education 
of Young Children, or NAEYC, the CDC 408 received an overall 
score of 97 percent — the standard is 80 percent.  

One of the ways the Army takes care of its people is by providing the 
best possible child care, said Emily Turner CDC 408 director. Turner 
said her goal is for military families to go to work every day and not 
have to worry about their children. Full Story 

Defense Department honors Fort 
Leonard Wood civilian with Spirit of 
Hope Award 

(Story by Brian Hill) 

 Donna Ferguson, U.S. Army Military Police School Behavior-
al Sciences Education and Training Division chief, was presented with 
the Department of Defense Spirit of Hope Award Wednesday. Col. Ste-
ven Yamashita, USAMPS assistant commandant, presented the award to 
Ferguson, noting she is the epitome of selfless service and commitment 
to America’s service members and their families in her role of develop-
ing law enforcement training to better protect service members, their 
families and civilians from special victims’ crimes.  Full Story 

(Story by Brian Hill) 

 Efforts at Fort Leonard Wood to preserve a piece of the instal-
lation’s cultural history have resulted in national recognition. 

 The National Trust for Historic Preservation honored Fort 
Leonard Wood with the Federal Partnerships in Historic Preservation 
Award Nov. 4, during a virtual conference livestreamed from Washing-
ton, D.C., for rehabilitation work done here to save Bldg. 2101, also 
known as the Black Officer’s Club. Full Story 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation honored Fort Leonard Wood with the 
Federal Partnerships in Historic Preservation Award Nov. 4, during a virtual confer-
ence livestreamed from Washington, D.C., for rehabilitation work done here to save 
Bldg. 2101, also known as the Black Officer’s Club. The building – renamed Countee 
Hall in 2019, in honor of the late artist Staff Sgt. Samuel Countee, who painted a 
mural featured in the building while he was stationed here during World War II.  

Fort Leonard Wood receives national 
recognition for preservation of 
Countee Hall 

https://www.army.mil/article/252005/mscoe_leaders_highlight_fort_leonard_wood_retention_successes_at_awards_presentation
https://www.army.mil/article/251315/fort_leonard_wood_child_development_center_earns_a_in_child_care
https://www.army.mil/article/251559/defense_department_honors_fort_leonard_wood_civilian_with_spirit_of_hope_award
https://www.army.mil/article/251811/fort_leonard_wood_receives_national_recognition_for_preservation_of_countee_hall

